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• Nematodes are the most abundant and
ubiquitous multicellular organisms on
earth.
• They are found from the bottom of the
deepest ocean to near the tops of the
highest mountains .

• Eggs are very resistant to many environmental
conditions and may remain infective for many
years. They are resistant to a variety of
chemicals such as formalin and even 50%
hydrochloric acid.

•
•

Global incidence, prevalence, and
mortality
• A lumbricoides is a staggering worldwide

public health problem.
• In India, the prevalence of high-intensity
Ascaris infection, in which there is a high
worm burden, is 768 cases per 100,000
persons;
• China, 2179 cases per 100,000 persons;
• sub-Saharan Africa, 586 cases per 100,000
persons; and
•

• Latin America, 1802 cases per 100,000
persons.

• An estimated 8 million persons in Latin
America are affected.

• Globally, there are an estimated 62 million
persons with high-intensity A lumbricoides
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• depending on the region, climate, latitude and
economic and cultural conditions of the
country
• it is considered in 3 billion people in the world,
with prevalence of up to 45% in

some regions of Asia and
Latin America.

• Estimations reveal near 1 000 000 of new
annual cases and 60 000 fatalities in a year.

Signs and symptoms
• larvae migrate into your lungs. At this

stage, symptoms similar to pneumonia, eg
• Persistent cough
• Shortness of breath
• Wheezing

intestine
• where they mature and mate. In mild or
•
•
•

moderate ascariasis, the intestinal
infestation can cause:
Vague abdominal pain
Nausea and vomiting
Diarrhea or bloody stools

• worms in stool
• coughing up worms
• loss of appetite
• fever
• wheezing
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Heavy intestinal infestation
A large number of worms may experience:
Severe abdominal pain
Fatigue
Vomiting
Weight loss
A worm in vomit or stool
A worm emerging from nose or mouth

Risk factors
• biliary tract blockage (includes the liver
and gallbladder

• Poor sanitation and the use of human feces
as fertilizer.

• Warm climate.
• Heredity.
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Screening and diagnosis

Complications

• Nutritional deficiencies
• Intestinal blockage and perforation.
• Allergic reactions.
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treatment
• conservative treatments
• eg
• handling appropriate hidroelectrolitic,
•
nasogastric suction,
•
antibiotics and anthelmintic therapy.
•

• It has been ended up using the gastrografin
(hiperosmolar substance) that produces an
excess of fluid around the obstructing mass of
worms conditioning their separation, to reason
of 15 to 30 ml introduced in the stomach,
through a nasogastric tube to treat the partial
intestinal obstruction.

• Surgical treatment

Laparotomy
• indication only in following situations:
• persistence of the abdominal mass in the
same place for more than 24 hours,
persistent abdominal pain with a painful
mass.
• toxemia and heart frequency increased with
disappearance of the mass

•
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